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Trump trial edges toward 
crucial vote on witnesses 


BY LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER 
AND ZEKE MILLER 


Associated Press 


WASHINGTON 

Senate jurors peppered Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s defenders 
and accusers with final ques- 
tions at his impeachment trial 
Thursday ahead of a crucial vote 
on calling witnesses. The focus 
shifted from details of the 
charges to whether it was time 
to simply acquit Trump and 
conclude the trial. 

The vote on witnesses, ex- 


pected Friday, could lead to an 
abrupt end of the trial. Or, less 
likely, it could bring weeks of 
additional argument. 
Thursday’s testimony in- 
cluded soaring pleas to the sen- 
ators who will decide Trump’s 
fate, to either stop a president 
who Democrats said tried to 
cheat in the 2016 election and 
will again, or to shut down im- 
peachment proceedings that 
Republicans insisted were never 
more than a partisan attack. 
“Let’s give the country a trial 
they can be proud of,” said Rep. 


Adam Schiff, the lead prose- 
cutor for House Democrats. 
Americans, he said, know what 
it takes for a fair trial and won’t 
stand for anything less. 

Trump attorney Eric Hersch- 
mann countered that Democrats 
are only prosecuting the presi- 
dent because they can’t beat 
him in the 2020 election. 

“We trust the American peo- 
ple to decide who should be our 
president,” Herschmann said. 
“Enough is enough. Stop all of 
this.” 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 


McConnell was toiling to keep 
Friday’s vote on schedule even 
as the trial was unearthing fresh 
evidence from former National 
Security Adviser John Bolton’s 
new book and raising alarms 
among Democrats and some 
Republicans about a Trump 
attorney’s controversial defense. 
In a day-after tweet, Trump 
attorney Alan Dershowitz com- 
plained about the portrayal of 
his testimony Wednesday when 
he said a president is essentially 
immune from impeachment if 
he believes his actions to be in 
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the “national interest.” 

That idea left some of 
Trump’s top allies backing 
away, including Dershowitz 
himself. 

“They characterized my argu- 
ment as if I had said that if a 
president believes that his re- 
election was in the national 
interest, he can do anything,” 
the retired professor said Thurs- 
day. “I said nothing like that, as 
anyone who actually heard what 
I said can attest.” 

His words Wednesday night: 
“Every public official that I 
know believes that his election 
is in the public interest. And if a 
president does something which 
he believes will help him get 
elected is in the public interest, 
that cannot be the kind of quid 
pro quo that results in impeach- 
ment.” 
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BY LAUREN LINDSTROM 
llindstrom@charlotteobserver.com 


Hope Lawrence’s tent was 
tucked under Interstate 277, 
where the 19-year-old had been 
about five months after an un- 
successful housing search. 

She’d been homeless as a 
child, spent time in foster care 
and arrived in Charlotte from 
Tennessee, she told volunteers 
with the annual homeless 
“point-in-time count” when 
they met her just after 6 a.m. 
Thursday. 

“Tt’s expensive. It’s just so 
expensive to live up here,” she 
said over the rumble of up- 
town’s early morning commu- 
ters above. 

Teams of people from local 
government, homeless services, 
police officers and other volun- 
teers fanned out across Meck- 
lenburg County to interview 
people without permanent hous- 
ing about their circumstances 
and offer outdoor essentials like 
sleeping bags, tarps, toiletries 
and breakfast. 

They searched along streets, 


bridges. Others took tallies in 
the area’s emergency shelters, 
where a majority of the county’s 
homeless population sleeps each 
night. 

The count is required by the 
U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development for 
communities that receive cer- 
tain funding for homeless pro- 
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Homeless advocate Juaniska Davis, center, and Sharon McCarthy, right, interview a homeless man in his tent near uptown Charlotte as 
Mecklenburg County Commissioner Pat Cotham, left, listens in during the annual “point in time” canvass of the homeless on Thursday. 


Mecklenburg counts 
homeless population 


DAVID T. FOSTER III aifocenmidisiietesteenicicomn 
Homeless advocate Akeem McDuffie, center, with Urban Ministry 
Center talks with other advocates and volunteers at the conclusion of 
the annual “point in time” canvass of the homeless Thursday. 


Getting an accurate picture of 
the county’s homeless pop- 
ulation is essential for funding 
allocations that meet the need, 
said Courtney LaCaria, housing 
and homelessness research 
coordinator for Mecklenburg 
County. Recent county data 
shows nearly 3,600 people are 
homeless, including 277 house- 


“There is this misconception 
that everyone who is homeless 
looks the same,” LaCaria told a 
group of volunteers during a 
recent training before the count. 


MONTHLY INCOME LAST 
YEAR: $1,000 

The average monthly income 
for people surveyed last year 
was $1,000, LaCaria said. It’s 
not enough to afford most hous- 
ing in a city where the average 
apartment rents for about 
$1,200, according to apartment- 
tracking firm Real Data. About 
50 people in last year’s count 
had a housing voucher but had 
not found a landlord to accept 
it, she said. 

Lawrence had looked at apart- 
ments in Charlotte but found 
nothing she could afford with 
the pay from her catering job. 

“They don’t understand how 
hard it is,” she said. “We need 
better jobs, more affordable 
housing. There are people who 
want to work, too.” 

Mecklenburg County Com- 
missioner Pat Cotham, who has 
participated in the count since 
2013, said she’s seen changes 
over the years. There seem to be 
more women on the street now 
and more people who report 
working part or full time, she 
said. 

“Tt’s hard to go to work and 
then come back to this,” she 
recalled one man telling her 
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BY CATHERINE MUCCIGROSSO 
cmuccigrosso@charlotteobserver.com 


Charlotte is about to lose 
one of its two main art house 
theaters — Regal Ballantyne 
Village is going dark. 

After much speculation in 
the past year, Ballantyne 
Village management has 
confirmed the movie theater 
will close next month. 

Jonathan Gould, co-man- 
aging member of Stonemar 
Properties of New York, 
which owns and manages the 
center, told the Observer 
Thursday that the theater will 
close the second week of 
February to make way for 
office space. The Regal web- 
site lists movie showings 
through Feb. 6. 

The theater’s closing is a 
“tremendous loss” for the 
film community in Charlotte, 
said Jay Morong, director of 
the Charlotte Film Society. 
“Tt’s a sad day when any 
artistic opportunities are lost 
in the community.” 

Gould said the decision to 
shutter the theater was a 
mutual one between Regal 
and Stonemar. 

“Plans are to create a really 
fabulous office space and take 
advantage of the amenities at 
the center,” Gould said. The 
roughly 50,000-square-foot 
space on two floors will be 
available for one or two offic- 
es. 

Regal Cinemas, based in 
Knoxville, Tenn., opened the 
five-screen theater in 2006 
on the third floor of Ballan- 
tyne Village, 14815 Ballantyne 
Village Way. The theater 
shows mostly independent 
films. 

Regal Cinemas has not 
responded to a request for 
comment. 

It has five other Charlotte 
theaters, including Manor 
Twin on Providence Road. It 
is Charlotte’s oldest movie 
theater, and will be the last 
theater devoted to showing 
independent films on a con- 
sistent basis. 


‘SAD END OF AN ERA’ 
One of the first signs of 
trouble brewing at Regal 
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